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Abstract:

The arrival of Narendra Modi's to power in 2014 marked a significant change in India's
foreign policy, moving away from the traditional approach of multilateralism and non-
alignment towards a more active stance on the global stage. India seeks strategic
autonomy that allows it to operate independently in the face of geopolitical fluctuations
and the influence of the great powers. This can be seen in its relations with the United
States, China and Russia. With the former, it has strengthened its ties in areas such as
security, motivated by a mutual interest in countering China's influence in the Asia-Pacific
region. Regarding its influential neighbour, China, India's relationship is complex and
characterised by an oscillation between competition and cooperation, with border
tensions, maritime disputes and external projection from Southeast Asia to Africa. Russia,
for its part, has historically been a key ally for India, especially in the field of defence.
However, since the start of the war in Ukraine in 2022, India has adopted a more
pragmatic approach, benefiting from the purchase of Russian oil and gas, consolidating
agreements in various areas, particularly bilateral trade, but showing signs of cooling
relations and criticism from Modi's government concerning Russia's actions in Ukraine.
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Introduction. The Indian imperative

India, as a rising global power, actively participates in various international multilateral
forums, from the G20 to the BRICS+. Historically, its foreign policy has been marked by
non-alignment with specific blocs and its role as a leader of the global South. However,
India's participation in these forums also responds to its own national interests. Since
Narendra Modi came to power in 2014, India's foreign and security policy has undergone
a shift towards what Samir Saran and Shashi Tharoor have termed the Indian imperative.
This concept refers to the constant safeguarding of Indian interests in international affairs,
ranging from its neighbourhood relations to its interaction with the West (Saran and
Tharoor, 2020). This position is defended by the current Foreign Secretary,
Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, who details the main lines of Indian foreign policy in another

interesting work (Jaishankar, 2020).

This approach is reflected in the intensification of Modi's diplomatic trips and high-level
meetings, especially after the elections that ended on 1 June 2024, which, although they
resulted in the re-election of the prime minister since 2014, also revealed a certain amount
of wear. These visits extended from Southeast Asian countries to powers such as China,
the United States, Japan, Russia and member countries of the European Union. Thus,
India projects itself as a Vishwa Mitra, the name of the famous Hindu sage and friend of
the universe, seeking to cultivate global friendships and promote common well-being,
without losing sight of its own interests and in a world order that is tremendously dynamic,
complex and influenced by a variety of interests and the ability to manage threats and

risks that are sometimes unpredictable or urgent (Chaulia, 2024) .

However, another premise arising from India's peculiar relationship with the world order
hides another characteristic: aside from the publication of treaties, records of bilateral or
multilateral international meetings and rather generic statements of its lines of action,
there is no published national security strategy that reports on its objectives in terms of
security and foreign relations, perception of threats or priorities. Precisely, an ambiguous
relationship with the United States, Russia and China is a possible explanation for this
absence, as the country can approach these relationships from multiple angles, from
alliance to cooling off, to direct confrontation, as in the case of China. In fact, one of the
reasons for avoiding the drafting of such a document is the need to define its stance

toward China, which could position India as a clear antagonist, something that could
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prove problematic, as well as addressing sensitive issues such as its relationship with
Russia. Another reason could be political in nature, as the image of strength projected by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi could be compromised if the government were unable to
respond quickly to a violation of the red lines established in such a document (Fernandez
Aparicio, 2023).

The United States, from the periphery of diplomacy to the centre

The United States has now established itself as one of India's main trading partners, with
a bilateral volume of exports and imports of goods and services exceeding €184 billion?.
In terms of bilateral relations, the last three years have seen substantial progress in
various areas, particularly in the economic, trade and security fields. During this period,
the United States has strongly supported India's international position, being a preferred
partner in the Indo-Pacific framework, as expressed in the Biden Administration's Strategy
of February 2022:

“We will continue to build a strategic partnership in which the United States
and India work together and through regional organisations to promote stability
in South Asia; collaborate in new areas such as health, space, and
cyberspace; deepen our economic and technological cooperation; and
contribute to a free and open Indo-Pacific. India is a like-minded partner and
leader in South Asia and the Indian Ocean, active and connected to Southeast
Asia, a driving force in the QUAD and other regional forums, and an engine for
regional growth and development? ."

Indeed, the United States has reaffirmed its support for India's role as a regional leader
in Asia, undoubtedly responding to its interest in India acting as a counterweight to
China's influence in the region, as well as to the closer ties between China and Russia,

although here US interests clash with the advantages India derives from its own

1 See: India-US Bilateral Relhttps://www.mea.gov.in/Portal/Forations — A Brief. Ministry of External Affairs, India.
[Accessed 22/1/2025]. Available at eignRelation/Ind-US-Brief.pdf

2 See: Indo-Pacific Strategy of the United States. [Accessed 22/1/2025]. Available at:
https://bidenwhitehouse.archives.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/U.S.-Indo-Pacific-Strateqy. pdf
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relationship with Russia. Prime Minister Modi's state visits to Washington in June 2023
and President Biden's participation in the G20 summit held in New Delhi the following
September, along with other high-level meetings, underscore an emerging and close
cooperation between India and the United States in strategic areas such as defence and
security, climate change and clean energy, space exploration and cybersecurity. the latter
two already considered two areas of enormous importance in the war scenario, key in the
hybrid confrontation, in the so-called grey zone, between the world's major powers. In
February 2024, the Biden administration's review of its Indo-Pacific Strategy confirmed

once again India as a preferred partner for the United States® .

The strategic partnership between the United States and India is based on the narrative of
shared values, such as a commitment to democracy and the defence of the rules-based
international system, promoting connectivity between both countries and their surroundings
through mechanisms such as the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QUAD), the 2+2
Ministerial Dialogue between the US Secretaries of State and Defence and their Indian
counterparts, and dozens of bilateral dialogues and working groups covering areas such as
space and health cooperation, energy and technology trade, as well as seeking to achieve a
common voice in shared international forums such as the United Nations — where India is
seeking a permanent seat on the Security Council—, the aforementioned G20, financial
bodies such as the International Monetary Fund, the World Bank and the World Trade
Organisation, as well as regional bodies such as the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) and the Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA), where India and the United States

seek to maintain similar positions.

However, despite the strengthening of relations and cooperation between the two
countries, particularly on security issues, there have been some episodes of conflict, such
as the controversy surrounding the assassination of Sikh separatist leader Hardeep Singh
Nijjar in Canada and subsequent investigations in the United States into other related
incidents, as well as questions in the US press about the supposed value-based nature
of the bilateral alliance, or President Biden's statements comparing Japan and India to

Russia and China in terms of xenophobic and anti-immigrant attitudes, which generated

3 See: The United States’ Enduring Commitment to the Indo-Pacific: Marking Two Years Since the Release of the
Administration’s Indo-Pacific Strategy. United States Department of State. [Accessed: 22/1/2025]. Available at:
https://2021-2025.state.gov/the-united-states-enduring-commitment-to-the-indo-pacific-marking-two-years-since-the-
release-of-the-administrations-indo-pacific-strategy/.
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a strong reaction in India. However, despite these controversial episodes, the general
lines of good relations between the two countries have not been affected and tend to be

strengthening (Ramesh and Rubin, 2024).

During his visit to the United States, Modi addressed a meeting of Indian Americans in
New York on 23 September, speaking to them about the bilateral alliance in various
sectors and how "the United States and India are the artificial intelligence powerhouses
of the new world", also announcing plans to open two new Indian consulates in Boston

and Los Angeles* .

The Indian American diaspora

The Indian diaspora in the United States plays a crucial role in strengthening ties between
the two countries. Approximately five million Indian Americans or people of Indian origin
reside in the United States, making it the third-largest Asian ethnic group in the country
after those of Chinese and Japanese origin. They are primarily settled in four states:
California (20% of the diaspora), Texas (12%), New Jersey (9%) and New York (7%). In
September 2019, during his visit to the United States, the Prime Minister participated with
then-President Trump in the Howdy Modi mega-event held in Houston, where both
leaders highlighted the strategic partnership between the two countries before more than
fifty thousand people, the vast majority from the diaspora, and received immense media
coverage. During his tour in June 2023 of the United this diaspora again played a
significant role and, in addition to the meeting with President Biden and other relevant
institutional events, ®Modi's meetings with Indian-Americans were once again a priority
on his calendar during his stay in the United States, welcoming hundreds of people to
another meeting at the Ronald Reagan Centre in Washington, organised by the influential
Bharat Barai, a popular Indian-American leader and organiser of the event, where he also

connected with other Indian communities in different American cities.

4 See: America-India is the Al power of the New World: PM Modi. News India Times. 55, no. 39 (subscriber edition),
pp. 14-15. [Accessed 18 February 2025]. Available at:
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=tsh&AN=180096296&lang=es&site=ehost-live

5 See: Today's changed India will surprise you: PM concludes US visit, leaves for Egypt. India Today. [Accessed
22/1/2025]. Available at https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/prime-minister-modi-us-visit-indian-diaspora-address-
changed-transformed-india-ronald-reagan-center-2397226-2023-06-24

leee.es

Instituto Espafiol de Estudios Estratégicos Analysis Pa per 74/2025 5


https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=tsh&AN=180096296&lang=es&site=ehost-live

Instituto E

Javier Fernandez Aparicio

Ieee es India in the Global Power Divide
|

The diaspora in the United States is increasingly active in US-India relations and is
represented by various community and professional organisations that are recognised for
their significant contributions in multiple sectors, including politics. The Indian diaspora
has served as a catalyst for strengthening the relationship between the two nations, with

five congressmen of Indian origin currently holding office.

In the recent US presidential elections, this Indian community, historically supportive of
the Democrats, backed Kamala Harris, a candidate of Indian descent, which represented
a milestone for the community® . As in the case of other communities, such as the Latino
community, the new generations of Indo-Americans, who have been settled in the country
for decades, are making political positions increasingly complex within the community
itself. Examples include figures such as Kash Patel, appointed director of the FBI, Arvind
Krishna, CEO of IBM, Ajaypal Singh Banga, CEO of Mastercard, Satya Nadella, CEO of
Microsoft, and Vivek Ramaswamy, an Indian-American businessman with political
aspirations, close to Trump, as he was in fact going to head the so-called Department of
Government Efficiency (DOGE), an advisory commission to, supposedly, restructure the
federal government, eliminate regulations and reduce spending. Ramaswamy was the
subject of controversy within the presidential circle when he criticised the prioritisation of
nationality over academic excellence when selecting candidates for various jobs, even if
they come from abroad 7. However, the new Donald Trump administration's legislative
projects are beginning to cause some concern among the diaspora, as a new decree
signed by the president on 21 January establishes that children born to foreign passport
holders, including tourists, students and visa workers, will no longer automatically receive
US citizenship, which may have consequences for the more than one million Indians who
are waiting to obtain US citizenship, most of whom are justified in doing so on the basis
of their employment. According to US census data analysed by the Pew Research Centre,
of the approximately five million Indian Americans in the country, 34% obtained
citizenship by being born in the United States® . Part of the presidential team, such as

6 See: The Indian diaspora in the US resists Trump, reflected in Harris's roots. Eldiario.es. [Accessed: 18/2/2025].
Available at: https://www.eldiario.es/politica/diaspora-india-ee-uu-resiste-trump-reflejada-raices-
harris_1_11781712.html

7 See: Was Vivek Ramaswamy fired from DOGE for angry H-1B tweet. Times of India. [Accessed: 18/2/2025].
Available athttps://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/us/vivek-ramaswamy-doge-american-lazy-h-
1b/articleshow/117507889.cms

8 See: Trump ends birthright citizenship and provokes strong rejection among the Indian diaspora. La Republica.
[Accessed: 23/1/2025]. Available at: https://larepublica.es/2025/01/22/trump-pone-fin-a-la-ciudadania-por-nacimiento-
y-provoca-un-fuerte-rechazo-en-la-diaspora-india/
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Elon Musk, however, is in favour of lifting these visa restrictions designed to attract skilled
workers from abroad. Seventy per cent of these visas go to Indian engineers, who join
large technology companies such as Tesla, Google and Amazon, or the start-up sector,
which is fuelled by already promising figures such as Baiju Bhatt, founder of Robin Hood;
Rohan Seth with Clubhouse; Apoorva Mehta of Instacart; and Jay Chaudhry with Zscaler

Internet Access? .

Cooperation and bilateral interests

The United States and India already enjoy strong trade relations, cemented by growing
economic cooperation and a mutual commitment to promoting bilateral trade and
investment. In addition, regarding economic relations, both countries share various
forums and dialogue mechanisms that strengthen this strategic partnership. Among
these, the India-US Trade Policy Forum (TPF), established in 2005 and renewed in early
2024, serves as a key platform for resolving trade barriers and promoting balanced trade;
the India-US Commercial Dialogue and the India-US CEO Forum represent important
spaces for interaction between the public and private sectors of both countries, facilitating
joint initiatives to boost trade and investment in priority areas such as technology,
manufacturing and clean energy. For its part, the India-US Economic and Financial
Partnership Dialogue (EFP) addresses macroeconomic and financial issues, promoting
stability and growth in both economies. The main Indian companies operating in the
United States are banks, such as HDFC Bank Limited and ICICI Bank Limited, technology
services such as Infosys Limited and Wipro Limited, and pharmaceutical companies such
as Dr. Reddy's Laboratories Limited, in order of importance'® . On the American side,
large technology companies such as Adobe Systems, Google, IBM, Apple, and Microsoft
have a strong presence in India, along with large corporations in the beverage sector, led
by Coca Cola and PepsiCo, banking with JP Morgan Chase, hardware accessories such

as Hewlett Packard, and financial services such as American Express®! .

9 See: Five Americans of Indian origin who run some of Silicon Valley's most successful companies. India Global.
[Accessed: 18/2/2025]. Available athttps://www.globalindian.com/es/historia/la-iniciativa-empresarial/5-empresarios-
indios-americanos/

10 Indian Companies on The US Stock Market. Stock Analysis. [Accessed: 18/2/2025]. Available at:
https://stockanalysis.com/list/indian-stocks-us/

11 See: Top 10 Best American Companies in India - World Blaze, https://www.worldblaze.in/best-american-
companies-in-india/
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Image 1. Exports from India to the United States (2023). Source: HYPERLINK "https://oec.world/es/profile/bilateral-
country/ind/partner/usa?dynamicBilateral TradeSelector=year2023" Trade between India (IND) and the United States
(USA) | Observatory of Economic Complexity.
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Image 2. Exports from the United States to India (2023). Source: HYPERLINK "https://oec.world/es/profile/bilateral-
country/ind/partner/usa?dynamicBilateral TradeSelector=year2023" Trade between India (IND) and the United States
(USA) | Observatory of Economic Complexity.

In the regional context, both countries are actively participating in the Indo-Pacific
Economic Framework (IPEF), a multilateral forum launched in May 2022. This framework
was designed to strengthen economic cooperation in the Indo-Pacific following Trump's
decision to withdraw the United States from the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) in 2017,
during his first term in office. The IPEF reflects the renewed commitment of the United
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States and India to work together with other countries in the region to build resilient supply
chains, promote sustainability and foster inclusive trade. These multiple platforms not
only highlight the dynamic nature of economic relations between India and the United
States but also underscore their importance as strategic partners in the Indo-Pacific and

global arena.

In terms of security, both during the first Trump administration and the subsequent Biden
administration, defence cooperation agreements between India and the United States
have increased under the so-called new framework for India-US defence cooperation,
which was renewed in 2015 for ten years and is due to be reviewed in 2025. Since 2018,
India has been included as a top-tier country in the licence exemption of the US
Department of Commerce's Strategic Trade Authorisation, but in addition to annual
bilateral dialogues, joint military exercises and defence industry acquisitions are common.
In this regard, in August 2024, Indian Defence Minister Nirmala Shitaraman met with US
Defence Secretary Lloyd Austin and signed key agreements, such as the Security Supply
Agreement (SoSA). Indian acquisitions from the US defence industry have grown
significantly, exceeding $20 billion in 2024, and include platforms such as the C-130J, C-
17, Apache, Chinook, MH60R helicopters and P8lI.

Within the field of security, cooperation in the cyber domain is also closer, within the
India-US Cybersecurity Framework, signed in September 2016, and the Counter
Ransomware Initiative, a project involving synergies between several countries in the
fight against cyber attacks led by the United States since November 2022, with the
notable absences of Russia and China'? . Cooperation in cybersecurity between the
two nations reached a peak in 2020 when India accepted the US invitation to participate
in the Blue Dot Network, an initiative launched a year earlier together with Australia and
Japan to invest in joint projects in energy supply, infrastructure construction and

digitisation specifically in the Indo-Pacific area.

Meanwhile, the United States and India also seem to share many approaches to nuclear
policy, particularly regarding facility security, where there is established cooperation
focused on securing component supply chains and strategies to address threats such as

the cyber vulnerability of nuclear facilities (Kapur, Pillai Rajagopalan and Wueger, 2024).

12 See: Counter Ransomware Initiative. [Accessed: 18/2/2025]. At: https://www.counter-ransomware.org/
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India is currently building six fast reactors to be operational by 2033, and the Modi
government has expressed its desire for the country to be admitted as a member of the
Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) so that it can export nuclear technology for peaceful
purposes to other countries. At NSG plenary meetings since 2016, India's proposal has
been approved by the United States, but has always been met with outright rejection by
China, since one condition for membership of this organisation is that the country must
also be a signatory to the International Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, which India does
not comply with because it considers it restrictive, and another country, Pakistan, is also
not a signatory. However, in January 2025, the United States announced the lifting of

restrictions on more than 200 Indian nuclear entities dating back to 199813 .

While relations between India and the United States are improving, those with Pakistan,
India's traditional enemy, are deteriorating. Until a few years ago, successive US
administrations sought cooperation with Pakistan, but today there is great tension, further
aggravated by the failed US withdrawal from Afghanistan in August 2021, plus the evident
strengthening of relations between Pakistan and China, even though Pakistan's national

security policy emphasises the country's non-alignment!4 .

The Trump effect: could there be a change in dynamics?

Apart from the diaspora's unease with the new Trump administration's domestic policy, it
seems unlikely that there will be any substantial change in foreign relations between India
and the United States, although there are some unknowns that will be revealed over time.
Firstly, whether India will be affected by US protectionist measures, as in 2017, with
Trump as US president, New Delhi protested against the Countering America's
Adversaries Through Sanctions Act (CAATSA), provisions that sanctioned countries
importing Russian equipment and weapons, a situation in which India found itself with the
purchase of the S-400 missile system. Both Russia and India reacted by devising a plan
to continue with the sale but circumvent US sanctions. The war in Ukraine and the Biden

13 See: Sagar Madela, V. US to revoke historical restrictions on India’s nuclear entities. Nuclear Engineering
Magazine. [Accessed: 18/2/2025]. Available at: https://www.neimagazine.com/news/us-to-revoke-historical-
restrictions-on-indias-nuclear-entities/

14 Naseer, N. Breaking the Mold: The Evolution of US-Pakistan Cooperation Beyond Security. Stimson. [Accessed:
18/2/2025]. Available at: https://www.stimson.org/2024/evolution-of-us-pakistan-cooperation-beyond-security/
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administration's attempts to attract India ultimately led to the Indian case being
considered an exception to CAATSA.

After Netanyahu, Narendra Modi was in February the second international leader to visit
the White House after Donald Trump's inauguration and meet with him and senior officials
of the new US administration, including advisor Elon Musk, discussing Starlink's entry
into India’'s technology and defence industry. President Trump followed up by offering
Modi a trade agreement and the purchase by India of US equipment and aircraft, as well
as citing the need for a balance of trade between the two countries!® . The issue of

possible tariffs also came up.

The Biden administration had sanctioned several Russian companies in the oil sector,
some of which were responsible for selling crude oil to India, which then resells it in a
lucrative trade, which upset US government officials® . As in the case of China, Trump's
entourage has also suggested a change in perception regarding India if it continues to
remain on the sidelines of sanctions against Russia or those planned against China in
the form of tariffs, and it should not be forgotten that China is India's main trading partner.
However, there is a certain bonhomie between Modi and Trump, as demonstrated by the
Prime Minister's visit to Washington in mid-February, which will help to maintain a fluid
relationship, as well as a shared concern about China. Thus, commercial frictions may be
overshadowed by the US need to move its supply chains away from China, where India
would be an alternative hub, and cooperation on defence. However, uncertainty also
arises here, as it does in other areas such as NATO and Europe, as to whether Trump
could pressure India to take on a greater burden in Indo-Pacific security issues, which

could even lead to a clear confrontational stance towards Chinal” .

What will happen in other areas where both countries have maintained common strategic
initiatives up to now? For example, in terms of the fight against climate change and the

implementation of clean energy, as both countries share forums such as the Climate and

15 See: PM Modi likely to meet Elon Musk, Starlink's entry in India to be discussed: Report. The Hindu, 13 February
2025. [Accessed: 18/2/2025]. Available at: https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/pm-modi-likely-to-meet-elon-
musk-starlinks-entry-in-india-to-be-discussed-report/article69213885.ece

16 See: India defends nearly twenty companies sanctioned by the US for supporting Russia. abc.com. [Accessed:
18/2/2025]. Available at: https://www.abc.com.py/internacionales/2024/11/02/la-india-defiende-a-casi-una-veintena-
de-empresas-sancionadas-por-eeuu-por-apoyar-a-rusia/

17 See: Siddiqui, H. Trump and India: How will Modi and Trump engage in the new era. Financial Express. [Accessed:
18/2/2025]. Available at: https://www.financialexpress.com/world-news/trump-and-india-how-will-modi-and-trump-
engage-in-the-new-era/3715035/
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Development Partnership, the Paris Agreement within the United Nations Convention on
Climate Change — from which Trump has already announced the United States'
withdrawal after taking office — and the Triangular Development Partnership (TriDeP),
with the specific aim of strengthening cooperation for India's development by supporting
renewable energy projects. Another issue is energy cooperation, where India could
benefit or, conversely, be harmed, as the United States could position itself as a reliable

substitute for Russia as the largest supplier of energy resources*® .

The QUAD and Japan: where the Indo-Pacific was born

The QUAD is perhaps the forum where the United States and India show, a priori, the
greatest harmony in terms of public opinion, sharing this forum with two allies that are
becoming key for India, namely Australia and, above all, Japan. Heir to the Trilateral
Strategic Dialogue (CDS), the tripartite meetings between the United States, Japan and
Australia since 2002, India joined the group in 2007 at the proposal of then Japanese
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, with speculation since then about the arrival of more Indo-
Pacific countries, such as South Korea and New Zealand. In certain instances—including
by senior US officials such as Mike Pompeo, director of the CIA during Donald Trump's
first term—the QUAD is described as a NATO project for the Pacific, emphasising the
forum's increasingly binding nature on defence and security issues, and even China is

beginning to perceive it as a hostile alliance® .

However, the truth is that for India, the QUAD is more than just a potential military alliance
with China as its main target. During the Raisina Dialogue 2023 forum, Minister
Jaishankar argued that the QUAD should be an international forum with a minimum
common ground for sharing resources and technology, with security being one more
issue that should be addressed through a collaborative partnership in cases of natural

disasters, terrorist events, the security of maritime routes and the security of water and

18 See: Jayaraman, T. V. USAID Administrator Power And Indian Ambassador Kwatra Discuss India-US Emerging
Strategic Initiatives. News India Times. 55, no. 41 (subscriber edition), p. 5. [Accessed: 18/2/2025]. Available at:
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=tsh&AN=180317689&lang=es&site=ehost-live

19 See: Srinivasan, J. Can the Quad rise to be an Asian NATO? The Hindu Business Line. [Accessed: 18/2/2025].
Available at: https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/can-the-quad-rise-to-be-an-asian-
nato/article32103609.ece
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energy supplies, while always remaining under the umbrella of United Nations

resolutions?° .

At the last QUAD meeting, held in September 2024 in the US city of Wilmington, the
association's greater assertiveness throughout the Indo-Pacific was confirmed, with
announcements of investments in technology, infrastructure, connectivity and resilience, but
also a controversial point such as the provision, from January 2025, for QUAD countries to
combine joint exercises and patrol the waters that make up this enormous area in the
interests of maritime route security, including the South China Sea, a huge source of tension,
starting with the status of Taiwan, where the Indian Navy could become involved in friction
with Chinese ships. In addition, India will host the seventh QUAD meeting in 2025 for the

first time, an example of its involvement in this?! forum.

One of India’'s preferred partners is Japan, a country with which it also shares a seat in
the QUAD, but which is emerging as more than just a country with common alliances in
the Indo-Pacific framework. Cultural and exchange relations between Japan and India
are deep and began in the 6th century when Buddhism was introduced to Japan. Indian
culture has had a major impact on Japanese culture, and even during the Second World
War, the Japanese Empire supported the creation of the Indian National Army, whose
most prominent figure was Subhas Chandra Bose, who collaborated with the Japanese
in their fight against the British in South Asia. As a result, for example, the Nicobar and
Andaman Islands would eventually join the union after independence in 1947, and Judge
Radhabinod Pal (1886-1967) served on the International Military Tribunal for the Far East
in 1946, which tried Japanese crimes during the Second World War and remained
favourable to exonerating the defendants of the charges. Ultimately, Japan and India
established diplomatic relations in 1952, one of the first Asian countries to do so after the

conflict.

The bilateral relationship was elevated to the status of a comprehensive and strategic
partnership when, in September 2014, Prime Minister Modi made an official visit to Japan

and held a summit with Abe. Shortly afterwards, Abe made an official visit to India and,

See: Shidore, S. Raisina Dialogue Highlights India’s Global Balancing Act. The Diplomat, ed. subscribers. [Accessed:
18/2/2025]. Available at: https://thediplomat.com/2023/03/raisina-dialogue-highlights-indias-global-balancing-act/

2! See: Mohan, R. The Wilmington Summit: A Consolidation Of The Quad — Analysis. Eurasia Review. [Accessed:
18/2/2025]. Available at: https://www.eurasiareview.com/03102024-the-wilmington-summit-a-consolidation-of-the-
quad-analysis/#google_vignette
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among other agreements, began to talk about the concept of the Indo-Pacific as the union
of the two oceans, the Pacific and the Indian, within the same geopolitical scenario, a
term later taken up by the United States and where Japan and India would be the most
visible representatives within this enormous geopolitical union?? . Since then, there have
been regular high-level bilateral meetings between Prime Minister Modi and his Japanese
counterparts, Yoshihide Suga, Fumio Kishida and, in October 2024, the current Shigeru
Ishida. At these meetings, both countries always reiterate their commitment to Japan's
FOIP vision, which stands for its policy of a ‘free and open Indo-Pacific'. In addition,
cooperation agreements have been signed in the areas of investment and infrastructure
construction, such as highways, railways and metros such as the one in New Delhi, as
well as port facilities, the implementation of Japanese technology and automotive industry
workshops in India, as well as defence policy, with joint naval exercises and the
agreement for the reciprocal provision of supplies and services between the Indian armed
forces and the Japanese Self-Defence Forces, signed in 2020, which allows the
respective navies to dock and repair ships in ports in both countries, all of which increases

Japan's presence in India and strengthens bilateral relations.

China, heading for a collision?

China's growing influence and the instruments it uses to promote its interests, particularly
the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), mean that interactions between the two Asian giants
range from mistrust to cooperation and hostility. China is India's main trading partner,
which contrasts with their traditionally poor relationship, particularly due to their enormous
shared border in the Himalayas, with an unresolved status, and issues such as the Dalai
Lama's exile on Indian territory, while at the same time both countries share international
forums and show signs of genuine détente. Despite protectionist economic policies, such
as the Make in India programme promoted since 2014 by the Modi government, India
currently has a trade deficit with China. In 2024, while India's exports to China fell by 22%,
Chinese imports increased by 15%, mainly of cheap Chinese products in the technology,

machinery and chemical markets? .

22 See: Kuo, M. A. The Origin of ‘Indo-Pacific’ as Geopolitical Construct. The Diplomat. [Accessed: 18/2/2025].
Available at: https://thediplomat.com/2018/01/the-origin-of-indo-pacific-as-geopolitical-construct/

23 See: Minhas, A. India-China trade relations - statistics & facts. Statista. [Accessed: 18/2/2025]. Available at:
https://www.statista.com/topics/13109/india-china-trade-relations/#topicOverview
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However, the question persists as to whether economic dependence on China will allow
for a significant distancing initiated by India, given that it depends on China for high
technology and components used in the manufacture of equipment, something that is
difficult to ignore. In fact, in August 2023, the Modi government tried to make it more
difficult to import Chinese technology, but India's own industry, which is dependent on it,
forced it to abandon these plans. Seeking alternatives that could also strain bilateral
relations—such as greater economic engagement by India with Taiwanese companies,
promoting the opening of semiconductor manufacturing facilities, or facilitating mutual
labour mobility— appears extremely risky, as Chinese telecommunications companies
and mobile equipment manufacturers could respond by ceasing investment in India.
Thus, in 2019, there was a precedent when India withdrew from the Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership, the trade agreement between China and fourteen
other Asian countries, citing onerous tariffs and the different treatment of Indian
companies in China as justification. However, this measure led to a growing increase in

India's trade deficit with the Asian superpower (Pant and Mankikar, 2024).

The border issue in the Himalayas also persists. Since 1962, the year of the first war
between the two countries, and with the status of the Current Line of Control, which forms
an enormous border of approximately 3,500 km, Aksai Chin, which is in Chinese hands
but claimed by India, and Arunachal Pradesh, on the contrary, continue to be a source of
conflict between the two countries. Since then, a permanent Indo-Chinese commission
has been negotiating a degree of normality on the border, and there have been moments
of détente, such as in 2019 and 2020, when Chinese President Xi Jinping and Prime
Minister Modi committed to resolving their differences, but there have also been other
situations of direct confrontation, the latest in the Galwan Valley in 2020, including dozens
of Indian and Chinese soldiers killed in a pitched battle with stones and sticks. In October
2024, during the BRICS+ meeting in Kazan, Russia, Xi and Modi once again staged an
agreement on the Himalayan borders in the form of joint patrols, the opening of passes,
joint trade and military delegations, an agreement developed at a subsequent meeting in
Beijing in December between Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi and Indian National
Security Adviser Ajit Doval. However, uncertainty remains about the future, as India has
repeatedly accused China of repopulating, militarising and building new infrastructure in
the Himalayas, such as tunnels, motorways and dams, which could facilitate the rapid

transport of troops to this border by China or could affect the water supply of the main
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rivers that flow through India, but originate in what is now Chinese territory. Reference is
also made to the complicated relationship with Bhutan and Nepal, both countries in a

fragile balance between the two powers 24,

In this game of rivalries on the northern border with Pakistan and China, which, not
coincidentally, also enjoy good bilateral relations, nuclear deterrence has also been an
essential factor in understanding the unresolved nature of the conflict and its current
stalemate. Both China and India have shown a clear evolution in terms of the possible
deployment of their nuclear arsenals and the strategic perspective of their use. While in
1999 India's No First Use doctrine limited the use of nuclear capabilities to an attack by
an enemy country with the same weapon, in a clear reference to Pakistan, the reforms
introduced to this doctrine in 2003 and 2010 opened the door to the use of nuclear
weapons in the event of an attack with other types of weapons of mass destruction, such
as biological or chemical weapons. while, above all, the context of deterrence was
extended from Pakistan to China, including the testing of long-range ballistic missiles
capable of reaching Chinese territory and vice versa, with Chinese tests of similar missiles

capable of carrying nuclear warheads and reaching any point in India.

Nuclear deterrence is an obstacle to a substantial resurgence of hostilities on the
Himalayan border (Topychkanov & Saalman, 2021) , differences that are replicated in the
Indian Ocean region (IOR), which is undoubtedly of priority strategic interest to India, with
China's economic presence, beyond loans and infrastructure projects, in Pakistan,
through the port of Gwadar, Bangladesh with Pekua, Sri Lanka with Colombo and
Hambantota, or the Indian Ocean islands, such as the Maldives and Mauritius, where the
struggle between the two powers is transferred to the internal political sphere of these
island nations, as well as the eastern African coastal states, such as Djibouti, all places

where there is speculation about the possibility of China harbouring submarines.

For its part, what perception of threat can be felt for China from India? Not to mention the
more than symbolic demographic overtaking as the world's most populous country in
2023, plus the shared geographical position and border conflict with its possible

implications of three nuclear powers such as India, China and Pakistan themselves, it is

24 See: Sharma, Y. ‘Dam for a dam’: India, China edge towards a Himalayan water war. Al Jazeera. [Accessed:
18/2/2025]. Available at: https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2025/1/24/dam-for-a-dam-india-china-edge-towards-a-
himalayan-water-war
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above all the strategic alliances chosen by both powers —the United States on the Indian
side, Russia on the Chinese side, with nuances—which means that China may see India
as a systemic risk in the future, not so much in the present, while India perceives China
as more of a regional threat and, above all, currently focused on a maritime projection
that could corner the country within its borders. Since 2018, China and Pakistan have
been strengthening their alliance, as evidenced by the construction of the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor which, although interrupted, may be the realisation of a project that
directly connects China to the Indian Ocean, bypassing India.
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From a traditional rivalry in the Himalayas to a maritime one

The scene of the struggle between China and India is shifting to other key regions of the
continent such as Southeast Asia, Central Asia and India's own neighbourhood, where
China has a significant presence in Pakistan, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh, mainly through
the construction of huge port infrastructures that give it access to the Indian Ocean in
clear competition with India, for example from the Pakistani port of Gwadar, the scene of
joint Sino-Pakistani naval manoeuvres, or the Bangladeshi port of Pekua, in the middle
of the Bay of Bengal, with the capacity to house a fleet of submarines. Not to mention
China's projection in Africa, another continent where India is also struggling to gain a
greater presence. In fact, it is undoubtedly this challenge posed by China's presence in

South Asia that has determined and explains why New Delhi has moved forward

internationally in pursuit of its own interests and, in this specific field, has increasingly
aligned itself with allied powers that see China as a systemic rival, mainly the United
States (Sigdel, 2020).

Some analyses point out that the objectives of the repopulation, infrastructure
construction and land reinforcement operations in the Himalayas are very similar to
China's maritime operations in the South China Sea, which are focused on exerting
increasing deterrence in one case towards India and in the other towards Taiwan (Blasko,
2024). This maritime rivalry extends beyond the South China Sea to the Pacific Ocean
and the so-called Indian Ocean region (ROI), a strategic priority for India through the
strengthening and modernisation of its naval power, which is key to addressing external

threats and other potential risks to the country's stability, such as trade and supply chains.

The Indian Navy has been one of the fastest growing and most modernised in the world,
as evidenced in September 2022 with the launch of its first domestically built aircraft
carrier, the INS Vikrant, establishing itself as one of the largest, gradually leaving behind
a traditionally ageing fleet. The Navy is focusing on the development of platforms that
respond to the new reality, such as anti-submarine vessels, patrol boats, unmanned aerial
vehicles or reconnaissance aircraft, and an effective expansion of its forces, including the
sale of patrol vessels to African and Indian Ocean lIsland states. In January 2025, the

Indian Navy had 64 ships of various types, but it plans to reach 200 by 2050. In addition,
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most of the ships are built in shipyards in India itself, following the Make in India

programme to relaunch the domestic industry? .

The naval doctrine, which dates back to 2015, includes as a priority area for India the
region extending from the Arabian Sea and the Bay of Bengal to the Cape of Good Hope
and the east coast of Africa, as well as the Strait of Malacca and the archipelagos of
Indonesia and Malaysia, considering Pakistan a less significant maritime threat compared
to China's naval presence. India's deployment at sea is projected as part of its military
and diplomatic influence in this vast region, with capabilities to detect, monitor and
counter Chinese naval activity. To this end, joint manoeuvres are carried out with other
countries, such as the United Kingdom (Konkan Sahkti), France (Varuna), Singapore
(SIMBEX), Japan (JIMEX) and Indonesia (Samudra Shakti), or multinationals such as
Malabar, an annual exercise in the Bay of Bengal between India, Japan, the United States
and Australia, the QUAD countries and RIMPAC, held every two years involves multiple
participants, especially the United States. In addition, India presents itself as an ally of
countries in clear opposition to Chinese expansion in the area, such as the Philippines.
New Delhi has always rejected the nine-dash line that China defends as justification for
its sovereignty claims in the South China Sea, contrary to the United Nations arbitration

tribunal's ruling, calling it "useless cartographic expansionism"26 .

Common diplomacy

Relations between China and India have not always been confrontational. Even today,
they share international forums such as BRICS+, the G20 and the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO), always keeping the doors open between the two countries for
dialogue. It should be remembered that in 1950, India was the first country outside the
socialist bloc to establish diplomatic relations and recognise the People's Republic of
China. In 1988, Rajiv Gandhi became the first prime minister to travel to China to improve
strained ties following the decades-old Himalayan dispute. In 2003, India and China

25 See: Chatterjee, S. Navy Day, 2020: Year-End wrap-up on our sentinels of the sea. The Statesman. [Accessed:
18/2/2025]. Available at: https://www.thestatesman.com/features/navy-day-2020-year-end-wrap-up-on-our-sentinels-
of-the-sea-1502939147.html

26 See: Chalk, P. Beijing's Aggression Behind Emerging India-Philippines Defence Relationship. China Brief. 23(18,
subscriber ed.), p. 7. [Accessed: 19/11/2024]. Available at:
https://connect.liblynx.com/wayf/67e11f1027bbdd92351147445834e008
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signed the Declaration on Principles for Comprehensive Cooperation and Relations, and
two years later, the Strategic and Cooperative Partnership for Peace and Prosperity was
signed. These documents form the basis for bilateral agreements and also serve as a
platform for high-level relations between India and China. Since 2014, meetings between
Xi Jinping and Narendra Modi have become commonplace, sometimes during official
visits to China or India and, above all, in specific meetings on the sidelines of multilateral

summits, such as the aforementioned G20, SCO and BRICS+.

Thus, at a SCO summit in Kazakhstan in 2017, both countries signed what became
known as the Astana Consensus, according to which future differences between India
and China should not become open disputes and be resolved by force, although a few
years later violence would erupt again in Aksai Chin. Since 2010, India and China have
had more than thirty commissions and mechanisms for mutual dialogue on various
iIssues, covering political, economic and cultural aspects, although it is true that these
forums focus exclusively on those issues and less on regional issues and, even more so,
on global issues?’ . In another virtual SCO meeting in 2023, India publicly expressed its
discomfort with the strengthening of the alliance and collaboration between China and
Pakistan, which shows that India is using its participation in the SCO as a point of union
and to improve its ties with Central Asian countries, while at the same time controlling

Chinese influence in the region (Konwer, 2024) .

Russia, both close and distant

Russia is a traditional ally and a historic pillar of India's foreign policy. This close bilateral
relationship has remained strong for more than 75 years, since the Soviet Union
maintained privileged communication with the governments of the Indian National
Congress. Today, although both countries share a strong cultural, economic and security
partnership, as well as a similar vision of a new multipolar world, there are some signs
that Modi's India does not share certain international positions defended by Russia, such

as extreme anti-Westernism or the justifications used in the war in Ukraine?® .

27 See: India-China Bilateral Brief. India Ministry of External Affairs. [Accessed: 18/2/2025]. Available at:
https://www.mea.gov.in/Portal/ForeignRelation/Bilateral-Brief-Updated_21-August-2023.pdf

28 See: Modi criticises Russian invasion of Ukraine after meeting with President Putin. Euronews. [Accessed
18/2/2025]. Available at: https://es.euronews.com/2024/07/09/modi-critica-la-invasion-rusa-de-ucrania-tras-reunirse-
con-el-presidente-putin
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It is true that, in the last two years, precisely since the outbreak of the war in Ukraine,
bilateral trade has increased significantly, more than doubling the target of $30 billion in
the trade balance, which was projected for 2025. Today, those figures are around 70
billion. In addition, both countries are in constant communication to continue developing
new models of cooperation?® . While Russia is clearly turning towards Asia and
decoupling from Europe, India is taking advantage of this not only to gain better access
to the Russian market for resources and technologies, but also to promote the Modi
government's own flagship initiatives to boost its own industry, such as the Atmanirbhar
Bharat projects, the phrase that Modi used in the 2014 election campaign to define a self-
sufficient India and project the role of the country's industry abroad, or Make in India, also

from 2014, the government initiative to encourage investment in Indian companies.

Indo-Russian relations in the 21st century

The Bilateral Investment Treaty signed between the two countries in 1994, when
Narasimha Rao was prime minister for the Indian National Congress, is automatically
renewed, although it was revised in 2016, with Modi already in power. It establishes that
bilateral investments by Russian and Indian corporations must receive at least the same
treatment as those from any third country. Russia opened up the markets of the former
Soviet republics in Central Asia, and any significant disputes would be referred to the
United Nations Commission on International Trade Law (India-Russian Federation BIT,
1994).

In October 2000, shortly after Putin came to power, both countries signed a Declaration
of Strategic Partnership, which provided for greater cooperation in various sectors. In
2010, this strategic partnership was elevated to a Special and Privileged Strategic
Partnership, with joint bodies created to monitor the activities involved in this cooperation,
in particular the India-Russia Intergovernmental Commission (IRIGC). In December 2021,
the first 2+2 dialogue (between the foreign and defence ministers of both countries) was
held, which resulted in a commitment to establish an annual summit between the Prime

Minister of India and the President of the Russian Federation. The most recent summit

29 See: Address by External Affairs Minister, Dr S. Jaishankar at the India-Russia Business Forum, Mumbai. Indian
Ministry of External Affairs. [Accessed: 18/2/2025]. Available at: https://www.mea.gov.in/Speeches-
Statements.htm?dtl/38502/Address+by+External+Affairs+Minister+Dr+S+Jaishankar+at+the+IndiaRussia+Business+
Forum+Mumbai
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between Modi and Putin was held on 8 and 9 July 2024 in Moscow, where various

agreements and memoranda were signed (India Ministry of External Affairs, 2024).

Both Russia and India also focused on promoting three connectivity initiatives: the
International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC), a 7,200 km maritime, rail and road
network for the transport of goods between India, Iran and Russia, agreed in 2002; the
Chennai-Vladivostok maritime corridor, which will reduce cargo transit time between the
two ports to sixteen days and was already operational last November3© | plus India's
participation in the Northern Sea Route in Arctic waters, as in 2023 both countries agreed
to train Indian sailors in polar navigation at the Russian Maritime Training Institute in

Vladivostok3! .

30 See: Arya, A. Chennai-Vladivostok maritime corridor opens to boost India-Russia trade. Economic Times.
[Accessed: 18/2/2025]. Available at: https://infra.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/ports-shipping/chennai-
vladivostok-maritime-corridor-opens-to-boost-india-russia-trade/115641794

31 See: India and Russia explore Northern Sea Route (NSR), Eastern Maritime Corridor (EMC) in an effort to widen
maritime cooperation. India Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways. [Accessed: 18/2/2025]. Available at:
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaselframePage.aspx?PRID=1957135
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Last November, at the India-Russia Business Forum in Mumbai and the India-Russia
Inter-Governmental Commission meeting in New Delhi, Minister Jaishankar estimated
bilateral trade between India and Russia at $100 billion by 2030, but repeatedly warned
that the balance, heavily tilted in Russia's favour, needs urgent correction3? . Currently,
bilateral transactions amount to $66 billion, an increase since the start of the war in
Ukraine in February 2022, with the best example being the energy sector, oil and gas,
but also the petrochemical, railway and steel industries, while Indian investments in
Russia are mainly concentrated in the pharmaceutical sector, where he calls for greater
32 See: India gives Russia a nudge and calls for urgent correction of business practices. Huffington Post. [Accessed:

18/2/2025]. Available at: https://www.huffingtonpost.es/global/india-da-toque-rusia-pide-correccion-urgente-
negocios.html.
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implementation, which is currently subject to certain tariff barriers and regulatory
impediments by Moscow. Similarly, the success of the rupee-rouble trade agreement,
which helps to avoid Western sanctions on Russia, would also depend in the future on

the reduction of this trade deficit32 .

However, since February 2022, the war in Ukraine has become a challenge in bilateral
ties, highlighting certain disagreements in political and diplomatic relations, demonstrated
in the different approaches to both the war and the strategic partnership itself. Russia was
quick to cement its long-standing friendship with India, while India has acted with greater
caution, although it continues to maintain good relations, as demonstrated by record
imports of Russian crude oil and other raw materials, even in defiance of Western
sanctions®* . However, apart from this mutual collaboration in the energy market, which
is beneficial to both countries, it is clear that the common geopolitical understanding of
the world order seems to be waning and, above all, that traditional cooperation on
defence, while still important, also seems to be declining (Zakharov, 2024).

Economic, defence and security cooperation

Russia is a major arms supplier to India, and Western sanctions against Moscow following
the invasion and Russia's own military needs have hampered New Delhi's military
equipment supply chain. However, India's military inventory still largely includes
equipment supplied by Russia. Despite New Delhi's efforts to reduce this dependence,
maintaining a defence procurement relationship with Moscow is vital to sustaining the
capabilities of the Indian armed forces. In May 2023, Indian and Russian defence
ministers agreed on a way for India to pay Moscow for military equipment despite
sanctions, along with a plan for India to produce additional Russian equipment and spare

parts locally (The International Institute for Strategic Studies, 2024).

India has a long history of cooperation with Russia in the field of defence, regulated
through the aforementioned IRIGC and with contracts for the supply to India of the S-400

33 Sen, A. India-Russia trade target of $100 bn realistic but urgent need for balance: Jaishankar. The Hindu Business
Line. [Accessed: 18/2/2025]. Available at: https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/india-russia-trade-target-
of-100-bn-realistic-but-urgent-need-for-balance-jaishankar/article68854888.ece

34 Cadenas de Llano, A. India justifies purchase of Russian oil: "We have saved the world." Huffington Post.
[Accessed: 18/2/2025]. Available at: https://www.huffingtonpost.es/global/india-justifica-compra-petroleo-ruso-hemos-
salvado-mundobr.html

leee.es

Instituto Espafiol de Estudios Estratégicos Analysis Paper 74/2025 25


https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/india-russia-trade-target-of-100-bn-realistic-but-urgent-need-for-balance-jaishankar/article68854888.ece
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/india-russia-trade-target-of-100-bn-realistic-but-urgent-need-for-balance-jaishankar/article68854888.ece

Instituto E

Javier Fernandez Aparicio

Ieee es India in the Global Power Divide
|

missile launch system, manufactured under the same licence as the Soviet T-90 tanks,
Su-30 MKI fighter jets, MiG-29 and Kamov helicopters, the modernisation of the INS
Vikramaditya aircraft carrier (formerly the Soviet-era Admiral Gorshkov), the production
of AK-203 rifles and BrahMos missiles® . The case of these missiles is the most
paradigmatic example of the industrial fusion of the Indo-Russian security sector. The
product of a 2016 agreement between India's Defence Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) and Russia's NPO Mashinostroyeniya, the missile is named after
the Brahmaputra and Moskva rivers and is renowned for its supersonic speed and
accuracy. In 2022, India signed a $375 million agreement with the Philippines to enhance
the Pacific island nation's defence capabilities. Last year, the first batch of these BrahMos
supersonic cruise missiles arrived in Manila, marking an important milestone in the history

of India's defence exports3¢ .

Under the memorandum of understanding signed in Goa last November between Bharat
Dynamics Limited and the Russian export agency Rosoboronexport, within the framework
of the Indian Army's requirements and in accordance with the Indian Ministry of Defence's
tender of July 2023, new Pantsir self-propelled air defence missile systems were acquired
to replace the 1,360 obsolete Bofors systems that had also been in service since the
Soviet era®” . Military technical cooperation between the two countries is evolving from a
transaction between a buyer country, India, and a seller country, Russia, to one that
involves India's research, development and production of equipment and systems to

modernise existing Russian-made equipment.

Science and technology have also played a key role in the bilateral partnership between
India and Russia. In fact, India's only nuclear power plant established with technological
assistance from a third country was Kudankulam in Tamil Nadu, built with Russian

support. Bilateral cooperation in scientific and technological exchange is regulated by

35 See: Dasgupta, V. Bad news for India, Russia-Ukraine war disrupts defence deal, S-400 delayed by 3 years,
nuclear submarine wait extended until... india.com. [Accessed: 18/2/2025]. Available at:
https://www.india.com/news/world/india-russia-ukraine-war-pm-modi-vladamir-putin-disrupts-defense-deal-s-400-
delayed-by-3-years-nuclear-submarine-wait-extended-until-7386883/ .

36 See: India delivers first batch of BrahMos supersonic cruise missiles to the Philippines. India News Network.
[Accessed: 18/2/2025]. Available at: https://www.indianewsnetwork.com/es/20240420/india-delivers-first-batch-of-
brahmos-supersonic-cruise-missiles-to-philippines

37 See: Mandal, S. India's Bharat Dynamics signs Pantsir agreement with Russia. Janes. [Accessed: 25/11/2024].
Available at: https://www.janes.com/osint-insights/defence-news/weapons/indias-bharat-dynamics-signs-panstir-
agreement-with-russia
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agreements reached during the annual summit between Modi and Putin held in New Delhi
in December 2021.

India and Russia also share several international forums such as the United Nations
where, as in the case of the United States, Russia consistently expresses its support for
India's bid for a permanent seat on the Security Council, the G20, the BRICS+ and, more
importantly in terms of defence, the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation, although it is
true that the alliance in this forum between China and Pakistan, secular enemies, plus a
sense of distance from the Central Asian republics, makes India appear more as an
observer in this forum. However, joint military exercises with Russia are not uncommon,
such as the one named INDRA, which was last held in 2021, or Vostok, held in September
2022 in Russia, although these manoeuvres involving Indian units are multinational, such
as those carried out since 2019 in the Gulf of Oman between the navies of India, Russia
and lIran, another nearby power and an increasingly relevant player on the global
geopolitical scene, manoeuvres in which China itself also occasionally participates, all of

which symbolises India's international assertiveness3® .

Conclusions: asymmetrical countries, similar leaderships

Is it possible to talk about India as a peer power close to the United States, China and
Russia? It is difficult to answer affirmatively, at least in the medium term. As Ana
Ballesteros concluded in an apt definition, it is really an "undefinable power" that has been
in constant transformation since the end of the last century (Ballesteros Peird, 2024),
making it difficult to clearly understand its role on the global stage, an uncertainty that
extends even to other great powers that must interact with it, some of which, like China,

still maintain highly conflictive relations.

India’s evolution towards a position of greater international relevance remains an ongoing
process and does not seek to replicate foreign models or align itself with one bloc against
another, regardless of which powers command them, whether the United States, China
or Russia. As mentioned in the introduction, India's imperative is to set its own pace,

define its own timing and content in accordance with its own national interests and

38 See: Arora, S. (2021). India joins Iran-Russia’s two-day navy exercise. In: Current Affairs Adda247. [Accessed:
18/2/2025]. Available at: https://currentaffairs.adda247.com/india-joins-iran-russias-two-day-navy-exercise/
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priorities, which can change and even conflict with each other in a relatively short period
of time. Achieving long-awaited strategic autonomy and imposing its position in the

emerging world order seems to be a priority objective.

From India’s relations with the United States over the last decade, it becomes evident
that international friendships or belligerence are no longer static, but are subject to
constant change depending on their own interests and common threats. India therefore
needs allies such as the United States, and vice versa, strengthening cooperation on
multiple levels, most importantly trade, economic and security, in order to achieve its
ultimate goal of ascending to the status of a great power. Other issues, such as trade and
the imposition of tariffs, could become a point of friction with India in a second Trump
administration, which in its first term criticised India for unfair practices, labelling it the
“tariff king” and imposing its own tariffs on a variety of Indian products. However, it is also

certain that the United States needs India in its policy of containing China.

Thus, what kind of power does India wield today, and how is this reflected in its choice of
friends and cooperation? What do India's allies get in return? For India, it is becoming
increasingly difficult, in the current climate of global uncertainty, to juggle various strategic
partnerships with countries that are on opposite sides, if not diametrically opposed, such
as the United States, Iran, China and Russia. India's growing strategic partnership with
the United States, which is not yet consolidated but is growing, may increasingly force
the country to turn this alliance into opposition to other actors, namely Russia and China,

though such a shift is unlikely to be immediate.

Until very recently, both China and India were considered two rising global powers, but
today China is challenging the United States for hegemonic primacy, whil , within a global
dynamic that is inexorably shifting towards the Asia-Pacific, has become another decisive
geopolitical player, even more so at the regional than at the global level, without detracting
in any way from its importance in shaping the new global reality, whatever that may be.
With regard to China, the question is perhaps whether this is a symmetrical or
asymmetrical rivalry, given the differences in economic figures and the interdependence
that clearly favours China, and whether India will be in a position to be anything more
than an uncertain threat to it. Questions also arise regarding its relationship with Russia
and the future trajectory of what has historically been a good rapport, something that will

again be determined by its own strategic interests, which at some point may no longer be
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aligned with those of Russia, something that is not at all the case at present, where Russia
continues to be a beneficial partner and reliable friend for India.

It is worth concluding with a reflection on a characteristic shared by the three major
powers studied in relation to India. Along with the United States, Russia and China share
increasingly authoritarian models of leadership that tend to monopolise power, regardless
of the political regime, including democracies such as the United States, “the world’s
oldest,” and India, “the world’s largest. Modi, Trump, Putin and Xi Jinping share some
common characteristics, one of which is their intention to remain at the helm of their
respective countries for as long as they can, as they are models of strong leadership, with
no sign of wanting to voluntarily step aside. There is a certain link between the powers

and discourses of the four leaders.

Both India and the United States are sounding the alarm about the decline in some
essential aspects of democratic quality. The same can be said of Russia and China,
where the political regime is single-party and political and socio-economic life is controlled
by the all-powerful Communist Party. Beyond ideologies, decision-making is becoming
more personalised, although it is true that after the last elections in 2024, for example,
Modi needs other support for his government programme. The four leaders employ an
ideology in which the unity of the country is understood to lie within the mandate of the
leader and his supporters, excluding opposition groups and social or ethnic minorities, as
is the case with the issue of immigration in the United States, the status of Caucasians

and Central Asians in Russia, Uighurs in China or Muslims in India itself.

Today, the four leaders portray themselves in their public speeches as the guarantors of
their respective national identities, the external projection of their countries, and ensuring
that they are adequately heard in global politics. They even use very similar rhetorical
tools and narratives, each adapting their discourse to the social, political and cultural
characteristics of their specific countries, which involves nationalism, a Manichean
description of reality, populist slogans and mobilising the population, where the use of
historical memory is one of the main arguments: ingratitude towards the beneficial US
hegemony after the Cold War, the continued aggression of the West in the case of Russia,
a traumatic colonial past in India — dating back to the era of the Muslim Mughal Empire,
followed by British rule — and a combination of all three in China: the undervaluation of
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an ancient civilisation, aggression from the West and an unjust (at least commercial) war

waged by the United States.

Another factor to consider is that in international forums, multilateral summits, or bilateral
meetings, the influence of Trump, Putin, Modi, or Xi Jinping reflects not only the weight of
their countries, but also more than a decade of governing their destinies or intervening in
national politics in the case of Trump, which makes them charismatic. This contrasts with
the lack of equally charismatic leaders in Europe, which is an advantage when it comes
to negotiating, but also makes it possible to strike a balance between them all, because
in the forums where they meet, none of them wants to appear publicly inferior or, rather,
make concessions to the others that could later be criticised in their own countries and
affect their leadership. For this reason, public disagreements are not uncommon at some

of their meetings, as Modi himself has demonstrated with both Putin and Xi Jinping.
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